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Forensics Initiative
Situation: 

In the next three-five years, the forensics industry in the United States will experience accelerated evolution, moving rapidly from a disparate, disjointed collection of resources towards a coherent national system. The National Research Council (NRC) report, Strengthening Forensic Science in the United States: A Path Forward (http://books.nap.edu/openbook.php?record_id=12589&page=R1), commissioned by the National Institute of Justice, calls for a much stronger federal role.
The coming consolidation of the forensics industry presents a rare opportunity to expand on existing resources and build an emerging new industry for the Tennessee Valley Corridor (TVC) in order to diversify our region’s economic portfolio, complement our current industrial base, and result in good paying jobs.  

Assessments of the forensic industry in the United States as a whole are rare, so the NRC report is a landmark event. Its strong recommendations for improvement point to national needs in four key areas where TVC  forensic science organizations have resources and capability.  These are: 

· Leadership and Governance: To provide leadership and governance during a period of transition. 

· Research: To define and execute an articulated national program of research.  

· Learning (academic and professional): To provide learning resources, including both academic degree programs for consistent, quality professional practice and research, and continuing professional development training.

· Production: To provide resources and solutions for the backlog of forensic evidence that needs processing.  

Additionally, the TVC has sufficient political resources to capitalize on this opportunity as the legislative delegations from the TVC states represent a bi-partisan contingent with the necessary access to push issues forward. 

Regional Partners: 
There are numerous forensics assets in the TVC, giving the region a distinct advantage to answer the national opportunities to move the industry forward.  The following partners have joined in the TVC Forensics Initiative and are working toward a forensics agenda for the TVC.  

· Oak Ridge Associated Universities 

· Western Carolina University

· Eastern Kentucky University

· National Safe Skies Alliance

· Terrorist Explosive Device Analytical Center
· Middle Tennessee State University 

· University of Alabama in Huntsville 

· University of Tennessee National Forensics Academy 

· University of Tennessee . 

· Oak Ridge National Laboratory   

· Virginia Tech
Contact: 

For more information about the Tennessee Valley Corridor’s Forensics Initiative, please contact: 

Tony Lester

Oak Ridge Associated Universities 

Tony.Lester@orau.org
(865) 599.6967

